A Hawai‘i Access to
Justice Commission:

first day at work with my new firm, I was
assigned a mentor. My appointed mentor was Rosemary Fazio, a partner within the firm. She was there to help if I
had any questions or problems, and was
there if I wanted to seek advice on my
career path. I was lucky to have a wonderful mentor, who in addition to being
a resource for my cases and questions
about the firm, encouraged me to g et
i nvo l ved with the HSBA and other
organizations. Rosemary shared with
me how rewarding her experiences were
in getting invo l ved with the HSBA,
Disciplinary Board , Judicial Selection
Commission, and other activities, and
encouraged me to participate and stay
involved. One other attorney at the firm
who has made a difference and whom I
consider a mentor for his dedication to
public service is Michael Gibson. Mike's
commitment to serving the public and
pro bono encouraged me to become
more invo l ved in the pro bono and
Access to Justice movements.
Mentors help shape you as a lawyer
and have a great influence on what type
of lawyer you may become. I encourage
those firms and entities which do not
have an internal mentorship program to
establish one. And for the solo practitioners, I encourage you to consider
approaching new attorneys in the community and volunteering to mentor and
help them as they navigate their way
through the practice of law. Mentoring
is extremely important in our profession.
Our reputation and the quality of services to the members of our community
improves as we assist our teens to understand and appreciate our legal system,
our aspiring attorneys in their completion of their studies, and our new members in achieving competence in their
fields of law. We should all strive to
share our knowledge, skills, and time.
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